
 

 

HOW  TO… 
Use Bloomberg Law Search Operators 
Bloomberg Law’s Boolean search operators let you construct targeted search 
phrases to locate documents.  Search phrases can be entered in search term 
input boxes and in fielded search input boxes.  

 
 
OPERATOR SYNTAX DESCRIPTION

 
EXAMPLE

 
NOTES

Inclusion 
(AND) 

AND Returns results that 
contain both search 
terms/phrases. 

CHANGE AND 
"CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST" returns 
results containing 
‘change’ and 
‘conflict of interest.

 

Alternative 
(OR) 

OR Returns results that 
contain at least one 
of the search 
terms/phrases. 

DEFAULT OR 
FORECLOSURE 
returns results 
containing either 
‘default’ or 
‘foreclosure.’ 

To construct an exclusive 
OR search (where one 
term or the other appears 
but not both) combine 
the NOT operator with 
OR.  
 
For example, (notice OR 
appearance) NOT (notice 
AND appearance).

Exclusion 
(NOT) 

NOT Returns results that 
do not contain 
identified 
term/phrase. 

COLLATERAL 
NOT ESTOPPEL 
returns results 
containing 
‘collateral’ and not 
containing 
‘estoppel.’

NOT must follow other 
search terms. 
 
For example, NOT 
REMOVAL is not a valid 
search but DEFAULT 
NOT REMOVAL is valid. 

Exact Phrase "  " Returns results that 
contain an exact 
phrase. 

STANDARD AND 
"MOTION FOR 
EXPEDITED 
PROCEEDING"  
returns results 
containing 
‘standard’ and the 
exact phrase, 
‘motion for 
expedited 
proceeding.’ 

Quotation marks are 
optional for simple 
combinations of words 
and numbers.  
If your search terms 
contain punctuation 
characters (for example, 
"Fed.R.Civ.P.23(e)(1)") 
quotation marks are 
required in order for the 
search system to 
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properly interpret and 
execute the search.  
If your search terms 
contain logical operators 
(e.g. “search and 
seizure”), the terms must 
be enclosed in quotation 
marks. 

Combination 
Searches 

(  ) Used to nest multi-
part searches and 
control the order in 
which search 
operations are 
performed.   

TRADE SECRETS 
AND (DISCOVERY 
OR ACQUISITION) 
returns results 
containing either 
‘trade secrets’ and 
‘discovery,’ or 
‘trade secrets’ and 
‘acquisition.’ 

In mixed search phrases, 
operators will be 
executed from left to right 
if parentheses are not 
used.  Operations 
contained in parentheses 
will be performed first.  If 
nested parentheses are 
used, operations in the 
inner-most parentheses 
will be performed first.

Single-
Character 
Wildcard 

* (Legal searches) 
 
? (News 
searches) 

Returns results that 
match any single 
character in the 
middle or at the 
end of a word.  

Legal: FACT* 
returns results 
containing ‘facts’ 
but not ‘fact.’  
 
News: R?LE? 
returns results 
containing ‘rolex’ 
and ‘rules’ but not 
‘role.’ 

Single-Character 
Wildcards must replace a 
letter.  For example, 
FACT* will return results 
containing ‘facts’ but not 
‘fact’. 

Multiple 
Character 
Wildcard/Exp
ander 

! Returns results that 
match any number 
of characters in the 
middle of a word 
(for Legal 
searches) or at the 
end of a word (for 
Legal and News 
searches).  

FACT! returns 
results containing 
‘fact’, ‘facts’, 
‘factual.’  

Multiple Character 
Wildcards do not need to 
replace a character.  For 
example, FACT! will 
return results containing 
‘fact’. 
 
Multiple Character 
Wildcards cannot be 
used at the beginning of 
a search term.
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Proximity N/x Returns results that 
contain search 
terms within a 
specified range of a 
term, regardless of 
the order in which 
the terms appear. 

(MOTION n/3 
APPROVE) n/5 
CASH 
COLLATERAL 
returns results 
containing ‘motion’ 
located within three 
words of ‘approve’ 
and ‘cash collateral’ 
located within five 
words of either 
‘motion’ or 
‘approve.’  

The word distance 
between the terms does 
not count short words 
like ‘of,’ ‘to,’ or ‘the.’  
For example, in the 
phrase 'motion to 
assume lease or 
executory contract,' the 
word contract is counted 
as three words from 
motion, not five.  
The N/x and NP/x 
operators should not be 
mixed in a search.  
The maximum value of 
'x' is 100.  

Ordered 
Proximity 

NP/x Returns results that 
contain search 
terms within a 
specified range of a 
term in a specified 
order.  

TRANSCRIPT  
NP/5 CLERK 
returns results 
containing 
‘transcript’ followed 
by ‘clerk’ within five 
words. 

The word distance 
between the terms does 
not count short words 
like of, to, or the. For 
example, in the phrase 
'motion to assume lease 
or executory contract,' 
the word contract is 
counted as 3 words from 
motion, not 5. 
The N/x and NP/x 
operators should not be 
mixed in a search. 
The maximum value of 
'x' is 100. 

At Least ATLx (legal 
searches only) 

Returns results with 
at least a specified 
number of 
occurrences of a 
search 
term/phrase. 

ATL5(CHOICE OF 
FORUM) returns 
results containing 
at least 5 
occurrences of 
‘choice of forum.’

Multiple ATLx operators 
can be used in a search 
phrase and different 
values can be used for x.  

At Most ATMx (legal 
searches only) 

Returns results with 
at most a specified 
number of 
occurrences of a 
search 
term/phrase.

ATM5(FRAUD) 
returns results 
containing at most 
5 occurrences of 
‘fraud.’ 

Multiple ATMx operators 
can be used in a search 
phrase and different 
values can be used for x.  
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Headline-
only 
Searches 

IN HEADLINES 
(news searches 
only) 

Returns results that 
contain the search 
term in the headline 
of the news story. 

(solar)IN 
HEADLINES 
returns results that 
contain ‘solar’ in 
the headline. 

 

 
Note the following in regard to the logical search operators: 
 

 Search terms and logical operators are not case sensitive.  
For example, 'AND' and 'and' are treated the same.  
 

 Bloomberg Law search ignores many short words, such as ‘of,’ ‘be,’ or 
‘the.’ If these are included in the search terms, even within quotation 
marks, the search ignores them.   

 
 

 Bloomberg Law search does not automatically look for plural terms. If the 
term you are looking for may appear in a plural form, it is best to use the 
‘!’ operator. 
 
For example, to search for both ‘docket’ and ‘dockets’, use the search 
term “docket!” 
 

 Bloomberg Law does not automatically search for hyphenated terms. 
When searching for a term that may include a hyphen, it is best to use 
the ‘OR’ operator to search for both versions of the term. 
For example: “lieutenant governor” or “lieutenant-governor”. 

 

 


